Id genes and proteins as promising targets in cancer therapy.
Since the identification of Id proteins more than a decade ago, much work has demonstrated their regulatory roles in development, cell fate and lineage determination, proliferation, differentiation, angiogenesis, invasion and migration. Recent studies reveal not only that Id protein expression is significantly correlated both with cancer progression and with overall prognosis, but also that it can be exploited as a therapeutic target. This review will focus on the recent advances in our understanding of the relationships between Id expression and cancer, as well as providing a rationale for developing therapeutic strategies using Ids as targets to treat metastatic cancers.